With joy and gratitude to God, the Sisters of the Holy Cross

are pleased to announce the solemn beatification of our founder,

Blessed Basil Anthony Mary Moreau, CSC,

which is taking place in Le Mans, France, at this very hour.

…“and you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

Our founder had great devotion to Mary and placed the entire Congregation under the patronage of Mary, Mother of Sorrows.  The traditional symbol worn by the sisters is a silver heart with seven swords piercing the heart of Mary.

Basil Moreau was a holy man, a man of the church.  He was a man for his times and a man ahead of his times.  And his times were hard times, in his growing up years and as a young priest.  He was the 9th of 14 children, born in 1799 into a farming family.  There was no elementary education except what was taught by the parish priest along with catechism lessons.

He lived in post-revolutionary France, when France, and the Church of France, was in turmoil.  Most schools had been religious schools, which were closed.  Most Religious Communities had been disbanded or went underground. And according to Sister Amata Miller, IHM in a talk, Basil Anthony Moreau—Educator for Justice, at St. Edwards University where she taught, “the Church and her institutions had been decimated… the clergy was sparse, undereducated and aging…secularism was triumphant, (and) struggles between Rome and the bishops were very real… 

Basil Moreau was ordained in 1821 and was sent to an additional two years of study in theology and spirituality with the Sulpicians.  As the end of this time of study approached, Father Moreau wrote to his seminary spiritual director to ask him not to inform the Bishop of his desire to be a foreign missionary, so as not to interfere with the designs of Providence.  He was assigned to teach in the seminary for thirteen years

In 1835, Moreau formed Auxiliary Priests, a group of fellow priests who shared his concern for the decline of the church in France, to preach and give missions in the rural parishes.  That same year he was appointed the superior of the fledgling Brothers of St. Joseph, founded by Father Jacques Dujarie who resigned because of ill health.  In 1837 the Auxiliary Priests and the Brothers of St. Joseph united to form the Association of Holy Cross, with the aim of providing quality education and evangelizing the rural parishes. In 1838 the sisters were founded and called Marianites of Holy Cross. The Family of Holy Cross; is now four separate but related communities.  Congregation of Holy Cross—brothers and priests, and three congregations of sisters;  Marianites of Holy Cross, Sisters of Holy Cross and Sisters of the Holy Cross--Now numbering more than 3000 sisters, brothers and priests in 55 countries and on four continents—serving the needs of the church as Basil Moreau intended.

Father Moreau gave Holy Cross the motto: 

O Crux Ave Spes Unica.  O Holy Cross Our Only Hope 

The cross and hope.  These two themes are intricately interwoven through his life and the history of Holy Cross.  “The cross alone can sanctify us, save us, and make us useful for the salvation of others.”

And in a Circular Letter to the whole Congregation, “Let us, then continue, with noble courage, my dear sons and daughters in Jesus Christ, on the difficult path which we have begun.  We should rely confidently on God who has called us to so glorious a task, and take encouragement in the hope of a better life, and keep our eyes fixed on that changeless eternity…CL 23

One author called Moreau an accidental founder, but for Moreau it was the work of Providence.

Father Moreau’s acceptance of crosses, even love of them and his “hope of a better life” sprang from a profound trust in Divine Providence.  He was known to say, Holy Cross is not a human work, but God’s own.  In a Circular Letter he elaborated: “If I could have foreseen the development of the Congregation of Holy Cross from the outset, I could then have regulated and coordinated everything in advance.  If such were the case, however, the Congregation would have been a merely human combination and not the work of Divine Providence.  The fact of the matter is that it began and developed in a manner so mysterious, that I can claim for myself neither credit for its foundation nor merit for its progress.  Therein lies the indubitable proof that God alone is the Founder of this Congregation…”  CL 94 1858

Father Moreau was a man of prayer and he instructed and encouraged the members to be people of prayer.  “To become an apostle according to your vocation, begin by being a person of prayer.”  1855 Exercises  

And he advised, whatever else is going on in our lives we should,

“look at the Lord Jesus, the example for your life, and apply yourself to imitating him…Walk then in his footsteps and may all your sentiments be conformed to those of the heart of Jesus himself.”  Sermon

“Open your heart to the Word of God…You should be able to say at every moment, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening’.”  1855 Exercises

It has been said that one of the most unique aspects of Basil Moreau’s vision was his call for Holy Cross to be a family, imitating the spirit and virtues of the Holy Family.

“When Father Moreau described his plan for a family or a community of three societies of priests, Brothers and Sisters dedicated not merely to Jesus, Mary and Joseph, but to the hearts of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  The heart is the symbol of love, and love is the bond of union.”  Father Hugh Cleary in Basil Moreau, Founder of Holy Cross, Preface 


In the 1858 Rules, Father Moreau wrote:  “All members of the Congregation must have great respect, sincere esteem and cordial affection for each other living together as friends strictly united.  To arrive at this, let everyone practice charity as described by St. Paul.”    


Father Moreau really liked lists of three or four qualities.  I remember in the novitiate memorizing 


the part in the Rule that exhorted us to be generous, elevated, ardent and heroic.

In another Circular Letter he said, “The members of the Association are to form but one same family, united by the bonds of mutual charity and the three vows of religion.  In this way, Notre Dame de Sainte Croix will grow like a mighty tree and constantly shoot forth new limbs and branches, which will be nourished by the same life-giving sap.  If this is to be so, however, all the members must cultivate the spirit of mutual love and cooperation and have at heart the welfare and success of the Association as a whole…”  CL 65

Again quoting Sister Amata Miller, “He developed concrete ways in which clerics, men and women religious, and laity worked side-by-side to achieve common goals.   In this new kind of family there was to be a spirit of equality…equal persons with different responsibilities.  This was a revolutionary idea to a hierarchical world.” 

Father Moreau was a man of action, animated by a fiery zeal.  

 “We are committed by our vocation to extend the reign of Jesus Christ in the hearts of all people.”  

1855 Exercises

In Moreau’s book on Christian Education he said, “By zeal is understood that flame of burning desire which one feels to make God known, loved and served and thus save souls…Ministers animated by this virtue will fulfill the duties of their state with eagerness, affection, courage and perseverance…Our Zeal is always guided by charity, everything is done with strength and gentleness:  strength because we are courageous and unshakable in the midst of pain, difficulty and trials…and with gentleness because we have the tenderness of our Divine Model”  

Until his death in 1873 Father Basil Moreau lived as he had called his religious to live.

The Cross and Hope entwined… 

Brother Joel Gialanza says in the Afterward in Basil Moreau, Founder of Holy Cross 

“Father Moreau tells educators that, through their ministry, “you will contribute to preparing the world for better times than ours.”  (Christian Education)   Whatever our vocation, whatever our work,{this} preparing the world for better times than ours is a contribution to which all of us must be fully committed.  Such a commitment will be a means for us to bring a resounding hope to our world.  This was a matter of urgency for Basil Moreau, and so it must be for us.  
Sister Shirley Ann Simpson, CSC

Basil Moreau was born, the 9th of 14 children, in 1799 in a small town near Le Mans, France. His was a happy, very religious peasant family who knew great hardship in the aftermath of the French Revolution.  Moreau was ordained at the age of 22, after which the Bishop sent him to Paris for further study in theology and spirituality under the Sulpicians.  He then taught in the seminary for thirteen years.

In 1835 Moreau formed Auxiliary Priests, a group of fellow priests who shared his concern for the decline of the church in France.  That same year Moreau was appointed the superior of the fledgling Brothers of St. Joseph, founded by Father Jacques Dujarie who resigned because of ill health. In 1837 the Brothers of St. Joseph and the Auxiliary Priests united to form the Association of Holy Cross, with the aim of providing quality education and evangelizing the rural parishes.  In 1840 the sisters were founded and called Marionites of Holy Cross.

These are the “facts” of the foundation of Holy Cross.  What about the man, Moreau?

Basil Moreau was born in 1799, the ninth of fourteen children of a peasant family.  Theirs was a very religious and happy family, who, knew great hardship in the aftermath of the French Revolution.  His early education was that given to children of the parish by their pastor, some basic elementary education along with catechism.  His first formal education was at the seminary school where the pastor arranged for his to go when he was 15 and then at the seminary of Le Mans.  Moreau had a great zeal for the missions and may have made his desire to go to the foreign missions known before ordination, except that his spiritual director, knowing his nature, realized that he needed to deepen his spirituality so that he would have a better foundation and his excessive zeal would be balanced.  So Basil Moreau was ordained at the age of 22, after which the Bishop sent him to Paris for further study in theology and spirituality under the Sulpicians.  

As he drew near the end of his study in Paris Moreau wrote to his seminary spiritual director, who had some influence with the Bishop, and asked him not to tell the Bishop of his wish to go to the missions lest his own desire interfere with the plan of Providence.  He was sent to teach at the seminary for 13 years.

Post-Revolutionary France, including the Church, was in turmoil.  Most of the schools had been church schools, which were closed by the Government.  Religious Communities had been disbanded or gone underground, clergy was largely undereducated and aging.  Moreau saw as the most pressing need the education of the people and their pastors.

